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I. The documents relevant for the National Strategy of Sustainable Development in the Slovak Republic

The Conference of the UN on the Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 declared the crucial support to the sustainable development and adopted 4 key documents:  Rio-Declaration (27 principles), Convention on Biological Diversity, Framework Convention on Climate Change and AGENDA 21 (40 chapters) which forms a starting point for the creation of sustainable development strategies at all levels. This support was confirmed and re-declared in adopted conclusions at the World Summit on the Sustainable Development in Johannesburg 2002, despite that the world communities did not reach the consensus and did not adopt tangible and quantified goals of the sustainable development in many areas. 

II. The National Strategy as a policy and a guidance document

The National Strategy of Sustainable Development in the Slovak Republic was approved by the Government on 10th October 2001. In its resolution the government entrusted the ministries, regional and local offices to incorporate the goals, priorities and objectives of the national strategy into their strategic development and conception documents. 

The National Council of the Slovak Republic (the Slovak Parliament) approved the National Strategy of Sustainable Development in the Slovak Republic on 3rd April 2002 and in its resolution requested the Government of the Slovak Republic to refer annually on fulfillment of the tasks set in the national strategy.

The document National Strategy of Sustainable Development in the Slovak Republic was created in the framework of the project  “Support of Sustainable Development in the Slovak Republic” which was carried out with the financial aid of the UN Development Program during the years 1999 – 2001. The project was guaranteed by the Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic and implemented by the Regional Environmental Center for the CEEC (REC Slovakia). The project joined approximately 150 experts who contributed by their invaluable expertise to the preparation of the document and demonstrated the country capacities in the field.

III. The Action Plan for the sustainable development is underway

On 31st March 2004 the Government of the Slovak Republic approved the Report on the Fulfillment of Tasks of the National Strategy of Sustainable Development in the Slovak Republic according to individual ministries. In the resolution the Government entrusted the vice prime minister for the European affaires in cooperation with relevant ministries to develop an action plan for sustainable development in the Slovak Republic for the years 2005 – 2010. 

The creation of such document is a complex activity e.g. it also has to be in line with political priorities of the country, and as for it needs a longer serious preparation. The action plan is expected to be finished by the June 2005. 

The preparation of the “Initial Issues of the Action Plan for Sustainable Development of the Slovak Republic” precedes the preparation of the action plan. It has been done in line with the national strategy; regarding also such strategic documents as the Lisbon Strategy, the EU Strategy for Sustainable Development, National Development Plan, Johannesburg Declaration etc. The framework of the action plan must have been considered from the view of actual processes and priorities of the Slovak Republic in order to secure its feasibility and its acceptance for the political hierarchy as well as for the community of experts. 

IV. The problems screened during the elaboration of the Action Plan

From the view of the political priorities of the Government of the Slovak Republic we have identified following problem issues:

1. Coherence of main strategic goals of the government, before all the achievement of the economic growth beside maintenance of the macroeconomic stability with the basic principles of sustainable development (economic growth versus environmental dimension of sustainable development)

2. Funding of the action plan measures

The Slovak Republic with the current implementation of the structural reforms beside quite restrictive macro-economical policy aimed at the earliest “euro” currency introduction disposes rather limited sources of public funding which can be used only for some selected priorities. From this context it is obvious that the Government of the Slovak Republic shall focus on the pro-growth measures of the Lisbon agenda, i.e. apparently preferred areas as labor market, science, research, innovations, education, transport and information infrastructure shall be financed. From that reason we predict that the public sources shall be used for the action plan only in a very restricted amount (if ever). 

As a possible solution at the processing the financial part of the action plan we see to attempt an activation of private sources by intended measures eventually to check the possibility of funding some measures from the sources of international financial institutes (EIB, EBOR etc.). In case of insufficient funding the measures of the Action Plan for the Sustainable Development of the Slovak Republic will be unfeasible and the action plan fruitless.   

3. Strict identification of priorities
The identification of priorities of the Action plan for Sustainable Development should be in compliance with all principles/dimensions of sustainable development and so far it has showed to be a problem issue. We identified two possible approaches to the creation of the action plan:

I. Definition of restricted number of priorities. Their successful implementation would also lead to the progress in other priorities.

II. Larger amount of priorities (all basic goals of the national strategy if appropriate) regarding the EU priorities and the progress in discussion currently referring to the revision of the EU Strategy for Sustainable Development which is expected to be finalized at the beginning of 2005. 

V. Steps in the creation of the Action Plan

As implementing the sustainable development principles in Slovak Republic we have been proceeding in following steps:

a) The elaboration of a strategic document “Initial Issues of the Action Plan for Sustainable Development of the Slovak Republic” regarding political fundamentals of the government and principles of sustainable development in Slovak Republic. This document does not focus on the financial matters. It constitutes a good starting point for the further steps in the sustainable development and at the same time it shall lead to an improvement of public awareness on sustainable development.

b) The elaboration of an action plan for sustainable development with tangible priorities, measures and forms of their funding.
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