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NATIONAL STRATEGY 

OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

I. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, 

ITS PRINCIPLES, CRITERIA AND INDICATORS

The notion of sustainability and sustainable development began to be used at the beginning of 1970s, in particular after having realised that any uncontrolled growth (of population, production, consumption, pollution, etc.) is unsustainable under the condition of limited resources. 

Sustainable development in Slovakia is legislatively defined by the Article 6 of the Act 17/1992 on the environment. According to this Act it is “development allowing both the current and the future generations to meet their basic living needs without reduction of nature diversity, while preserving natural functions of ecosystems.”
Sustainable development means a targeted, long-term (continual), comprehensive and synergetic process, affecting conditions and all aspects of life (cultural, social, economic, environmental and institutional) at all levels (local, regional, global), oriented to such a model of a certain community (local and regional community, country, international community), which meets biological, material, spiritual and social needs and interests of people, while eliminating or considerably reducing interventions threatening, damaging or destroying conditions and forms of life. It does not burden the landscape over the bearing capacity, reasonably uses its resources and protects the cultural and natural heritage.  

Assessment of individual strategies, concepts, programmes and activities in relation to sustainable development can be carried out on the basis of the following 16 principles (control of human activities) and 40 criteria (assessment of application of principles):

1. Principle of support of human resource development
Criteria:

· ensuring protection of human health

· ensuring optimal development of human resources (in all areas useful to life)

2. Ecological principle
Criteria:

· maintenance and support of biodiversity, vitality and resistance of ecosystems,

· optimisation of spatial arrangement and functional use of the landscape and ensuring its spatial system of ecological stability

· ensuring and support of life supporting systems

· maintenance of high quality of environmental components – minimisation of adverse impacts on the environment

· minimisation of use of non-renewable resources and preferential use of renewable resources within their reproduction capacities

3. Principle of auto-regulatory and self-supporting development
Criteria:

· revealing and using natural and anthropologically simulated auto-regulatory and self-supporting natural mechanisms

· support of closed production and consumption cycles

4. Effectiveness principle
Criteria:

· maintenance of optimal cycles of material and energy

· minimisation of inputs of minerals and energy

· reduction of output volumes and loss minimisation

· introduction and support of instruments of environmental economics

5. Principle of reasonable sufficiency 
Criteria:

· reasonable and economical resource use and protection

· support of proper forms of self-supply

6. Precautionary principle
Criteria:

· preferring preventive measures rather than removal of undesirable consequences of activities

· respecting potential risks (including those unverified)

7. Principle of respecting needs and rights of future generations
Criteria:

· maintenance of possibility for future generations to use existing resources

· maintenance of equal rights for future generations

8. Principle of intra-generational, inter-generational and global equality in rights of the Earth inhabitants

Criteria:

· ensuring human rights in all areas and systems

· ensuring national, racial and other equality

· ensuring rights of other living creatures

9. Principle of cultural and social integrity
Criteria:

· preferring development based on internal development potential instead of mechanically imported development

· maintenance and renewal of positive values of the landscape, social and cultural identity

· support of local colour, folk culture and spiritual atmosphere

· reviving of traditional activities with sensitive use of up-to-date technologies

· support of spontaneous forms of aid or self-aid

10. Principle of non-violence
Criteria:

· application of peaceful and consensual management methods

· non-utilisation of any forms of violence

11. Emancipation and participation principle
Criteria:

· enforcement of reasonable level of de-decentralisation and involvement of community members

· creation of working opportunities and providing access to goods and services

· participation of inhabitants in decision-making and public control strengthening

12. Solidarity principle
Criteria:

· implementation of tolerance and understanding

· support of mutual assistance and shared responsibility

13. Subsidiarity principle
Criteria:

· transferring competencies to the lowest acceptable hierarchical level and bringing them closer to a citizen

14. Principle of acceptable mistakes
Criteria:

· preferring approaches allowing return to a starting situation – minimisation of irreversible changes with unpredictable consequences

· publishing failures and mistakes without delay and their prompt removal or alleviation

15. Optimisation principle
Criteria:

· targeted management and harmonisation of all activities towards balance, removal of unwanted consequences, instability and risk sources

· seeking and supporting public activities with multiple positive impacts

16. Principle of socially, ethically and environmentally sound economy, decision-making, management and behaviour

Criteria:

· application of all the above-mentioned 15 principles in synergy of political, legal, economic, organisational, educational and other tools in support of value orientation, creation of culture and value determination as well as in creation, activity and building of competent institutions

· A challenge for Slovakia is to transfer principles of sustainable development into daily behaviour, to assess all planned and implemented activities, using criteria of sustainable development, and to assess orientation towards sustainability with a help of a set of sustainable development indicators.
A single set of 132 indicators of sustainable development (125 of them applicable in Slovakia – 38 social, 23 economic, 49 environmental and 15 institutional) was negotiated and adopted by the UN Commission for Sustainable Development (CSD) at its fourth session as late as 3 May 1996 in New York. Slovakia was a CSD member in the 1996-2000 period. 

II. ENFORCEMENT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN THE WORLD – A CHALLENGE FOR SLOVAKIA

1. 
ENFORCEMENT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS

1.1
The UN Conference on Environment and Development (Rio de Janiero, 1992)

The UN Stockholm Conference on Human Development (1972) has become a symbol of growing concern in the environment and development. Within the UN structure in 1983 the World Commission on Environment and Development (WCED) was established, which in its report “Our Common Future”, adopted at the 42nd General Assembly of the United Nations on 11 December 1987, launched a new era of socially and environmentally sustainable economic growth and the definition of the sustainability notion. The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, declared a fundamental support to sustainable development. The Conference adopted four fundamental documents: the Rio Declaration (27 principles), the Convention of Biological Diversity, the Framework Convention of Climate Change and Agenda 21 (40 chapters), establishing a basic starting point for preparation of sustainable development strategies at all levels. In accordance with a recommendation of the United Nations, its member states should work out and adopt the national strategies of sustainable development by the end of 2002.

1.2
The UN Commission on Sustainable Development

In the autumn 1992, the UN General Assembly established a Commission for Sustainable Development at the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), which is created by 53 states of all world regions with certain modifications. Its role is to support implementation of the UNCED documents at national, regional and world levels. The Commission at its fourth session adopted the above-mentioned 132 indicators of sustainable development. Besides that it worked out and implements a multi-annual, thematic working programme, oriented to selected chapters of Agenda 21 which constitute a programme of annual sessions (support to application of environmentally sound technologies, co-operation in capacity building, change of consumption and production patterns, funding, protection and use of all types of forests, air protection, climate change, drinking water supply and water for irrigation, education and information, territorial planning, landscape management, sustainable development of settlements, energy, transport, industry, tourism, etc.).

1.3
World Summit on Sustainable Development (Johannesburg, 2002)

At the ninth session of the CSD in April 2001, the attention was concentrated on preparation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) which will be held on 2-11 September 2002 in Johannesburg in the South Africa. Representatives of the UN member states will assess an overall development of the world from the point of view of implementation of Agenda 21 during last ten years. The WSSD should also revive at the highest political level the global commitments to sustainable development and accelerate fulfilment of Agenda 21 objectives. The main objectives of WSSD include:

· assessment of progress made from the point of view of Agenda 21 implementation, including state of problem solution, working out achievements and experience,

in particular progress in demographic development, combating poverty, human health protection, education and edification for sustainable development, use of information and expert institutions in the decision-making process, involvement of the major groups of the society, changes in consumption and production patterns, funding sources and mechanisms, trade, energy, transport, tourism, agriculture, human settlements, transfer of environmentally sound technologies, combating desertification, protection of forests, air and water – key source for sustainable development – oceans and seas, preserving biological diversity, disposal of hazardous substances and waste management; 

· emphasising new challenges and opportunities, which appeared during 10-year period after UNCED, affecting implementation of sustainable development;

· proposing further objectives, steps, measures and support of institutional and financial management of sustainable development;
· finding routes towards strengthening of institutional framework for implementation of sustainable development.
1.4
UN programmes and UN agencies

Of the UN programmes, in particular the following ones are oriented to support of sustainable development: United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), which manages a number of funds (for example the UN Fund for science and technology, the UN Revolving Fund for research of natural resources, the UN Capital Development Fund). There is the Consultative group for international agricultural research at UNDP oriented to elimination of poverty and the World Commission for forests and sustainable development oriented to sustainable forests.

The UN agencies dealing with sustainable development include, for example: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), World Health Organisation (WHO), International Labour Organisation (ILO), International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), World Bank (WB), World Meteorological Organisation (WMO), World Trade Organisation (WTO), United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO).

2
ENFORCEMENT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) plays an important role in addressing problems of macro-economy, environment, agriculture, trade, production, scientific approaches and technologies, development aid and fiscal policy. The Slovak Republic became the thirtieth member of this organisation on 14 December 2000. The OECD orients its activities in particular to achieve sustainable economic growth, employment and to increase living standard in the member states, while maintaining financial stability in relation to global sustainable development, to achieve reasonable and safe economic expansion in both the member and non-member states and to develop world trade at multilateral and non-discriminatory basis in accordance with international commitments. Within the framework of its priorities it has included into the OECD Environmental Strategy for the First Decade of the 21st Century to implement sustainable policies of the OECD member countries with a focus on co-operation with the non-member countries in the area of building institutional and personal capacities and transfer of technologies. A communiqué concerning support of sustainable development was approved at the meeting of the environment and finance ministers of the OECD member countries (17 May 2001), which was preceded by the OECD Forum 2001: Sustainable development and new economy (Paris, 14-16 May 2001). Based on the declaration of the OECD ministers of May 1998, that achieving sustainable development is one of the key priorities for the OECD countries, conceptual plans in climate changes, technology development, sustainable development indicators and environmental effects of subsidies have been supported. At the same time it was agreed that in was necessary to strengthen sustainable development trends within the framework of integration of social, economic and environmental policies (policies to enhance sustainable development). 

3
ENFORCEMENT OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE EUROPEAN UNION

Implementation of sustainable development belongs to the priorities of the European Union (EU) policies, in particular after the summit of the European Council in Cardiff (Jun 1998). However, as early as year before, the EU submitted at the fifth session of the CSD (8-25 April 1997) a special report on meeting a number of indicators of sustainable development prepared by the EU Statistical Office (next report on sustainable development indicators was worked out by EUROSTAT at the ninth session of the CSD in 2001). The Cardiff initiative of the European Council proposed to implement a two-pillar model of sustainable development for the EU, which was in March 2000 at the Lisbon summit extended, adding the third – structural – pillar (socio-economic), in order to ensure integration of environmental policy with economic policy. One year after the Lisbon summit the European Council defined next strategic objective – to introduce a new economy based on higher level of competitiveness and dynamics of knowledge with possibility of sustainable economic growth positively affecting employment and social cohesion. The dimension of the environment was added to this objective at the Stockholm meeting. The Draft Strategy of Sustainable Development: Sustainable Europe for a better world (submitted to the European Council in June 2001 in Göteborg) is oriented to 6 priority issues – climate change, negative impacts on human health, increasing pressures on use of natural resources, poverty and social differences, dynamics of population development and pollution of the environment. Dominant sectors are agriculture, energy, transport, industry and tourism. Their development is not acceptable without taking into account the environmental conditions and viewpoints. This fact was reflected also in the Fifth Environmental Action Programme of the EU in 1992 (Towards Sustainability). The Sixth Environmental Action Programme, which is currently under preparation, is oriented mainly to application of and compliance with regulations and more consequent implementation of adopted measures. It will be presented at the pan-European Conference on sustainable development in Malmö (Sweden) on 27-29 June 2001. 

· A challenge for Slovakia is to properly implement intentions of the EU from the Sustainable Development Strategy and from the Sixth Environmental Action Programme in preparation of legal acts and development documents in Slovakia within the framework of the pre-accession process. 
4
STRATEGIES OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN SELECTED COUNTRIES – CHALLENGES AND SOURCES OF EXPERIENCE

The UNCED recommended that the UN member states work out and adopt national strategies of sustainable development by 2002. National strategies of sustainable development, adopted so far, represent documents, which are diverse from the point of view of structure, extension, quality, details and bodies responsible for their preparation. 

4.1
USA: Sustainable America – A New Consensus (1999)

Application of the National Strategy of Sustainable Development, containing introduction into this issue, characterisation of problems, indicators and recommendations categorised according to sectors, is guaranteed by the US President together with a committee consisting of important personalities. 

Main areas: 1. Health and the environment, 2. Economic prosperity, 3. Equality, 4. Nature protection, 5. Administration, 6. Sustainable communities, 7. Civic involvement, 8. Demographic situation, 9. International responsibility, 10. Education.  

4.2
United Kingdom: Strategy of Sustainable Development (1999)

The UK Strategy of Sustainable Development stresses importance of social dimension. Each chapter contains draft key activities and commitments as well as a set of indicators to assess achieved progress. The Strategy supports process of de-decentralisation, application of subsidiarity principle and the devolution principle (“governance to people”). 

Main objectives: 1. Social progress reflecting needs of each individual, 2. Efficient protection of the environment, 3. Economical use of natural resources, 4. Maintenance of high and stable level of economic growth and employment.

4.3
Finland: Towards Sustainable Development (1997)

Main objectives: 1. Maintenance of the current level of economic development, 2. Maintenance and development of technology and know-how, 3. Management of the environment and natural resources, reduction of emissions of toxic substances, 4. Support of identity and culture, 5. Ensuring democratic institutions and human rights, 6. State defence.

4.4
Sweden: Strategy of Sustainable Development (1994)

The Swedish Strategy of Sustainable Development presents in particular these main principles: 1. Precautionary principle, 2. Best available technology principle, 3. Polluter pays principle, 4. Principle of rational use of natural resources, sustainable development and closed cycles of production management.

4.5
Support of sustainable development in selected states

China in its strategy of sustainable development stresses in particular Agenda 21 and its application under the national conditions with a state guarantee, with involvement of ministries and other authorities at national and regional level.

Denmark has concentrated on real implementation of principles and criteria of sustainable development in practice (mainly in energy, ecological agriculture and tourism). 

Guayana determined the Ministry of Finance as a main responsible body in preparation of sustainable development strategy. There is a Secretariat working at the Ministry of Finance, which involved a lot of experts and representatives of major groups in the preparatory process. 

Canada divided responsibility in preparation and application of sustainable development among ministries and the Ministry of Finance also adopted an integrated understanding of sustainable development in preparation of its component of the strategy. All partial strategies are subject to annual updating and ministries submit a report on application of sustainable development to the Parliament. 

Germany has concentrated on reflection of environmental requirements and objectives as well as sustainable development principles (e.g. de-materialisation of production and consumption) in the sectors of the society in accordance with the EU Fifth EAP, stressing importance of NGOs, municipalities and public participation in preparation and application of sustainable development strategy. Prominent NGOs have worked out an alternative strategy of sustainable development.

Switzerland has laid down time limits to achieve defined objectives in priority sectors and created conditions to carry out measures. 

Belgium adopted the first Federal Plan for sustainable development for the 2002-2003 period in 2000 at the level of the Council of Ministers as a framework for partial federal governmental policies.

4.6
Sustainable development in the states of Visegrad group

The states of Visegrad group have not worked out comprehensive strategies of sustainable development yet. Taking into account the fact that these states are neighbours of Slovakia with similar history and strategic partners of Slovakia in the integration processes, exchange of experience, mutual co-operation and co-ordination of activities in sustainable development enforcement are highly desirable. 

4.6.1
The Czech Republic

The Government Council for sustainable development has not been established so far. Its role is partially covered by the Government Council of the Czech Republic for economic and social strategy. Of the partial strategic documents, adopted in the course of the 1990s, the 1995 State environmental policy and the 1999 State policy of the Czech Republic for the environment are the most important for sustainable development. A UNDP project “Towards sustainable development in the Czech Republic - building conditions” is being carried out. 

4.6.2
Hungary

A document “Strategic plans, initiatives and activities for sustainable development: National report for the UN Commission on Sustainable Development and for UNGASS on implementation of Agenda 21 and principles of sustainable development” has been adopted by Hungary. Important documents to support implementation of principles and indicators of sustainable development include the National Environmental Action Programme for 1997-2002. The Hungarian Commission for Sustainable Development (established in 1993) is responsible for co-ordination of preparation and implementation of national programmes of sustainable development and co-ordination of international activities in this area. 

4.6.3
Poland

The worked out document “Agenda 21 in Poland (1997) - a preliminary report for 1992-1996” characterises application of recommendations of Agenda 21 and principles of sustainable development in Poland for the indicated period. The Commission for sustainable development was established in 1994. In 1997, a Government Committee for sustainable and regional development was established. A main role of these bodies is to co-ordinate preparation of governmental documents, sectoral policies and strategies from the point of view of sustainable development. 

· A challenge for Slovakia is to utilise experience of creation and application of sustainable development strategies and experience of orientation towards sustainable development in particular in the most developed countries, countries of Visegrad group and other states comparable to Slovakia. The attention should be paid mainly to ethical principles, global liability and capacities of a small country in providing assistance in solution of international problems. Evaluation of sustainable development indicators, worked out by the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic, should be discussed each year by the Government of the Slovak Republic.  
III. STARTING SITUATION FOR ACHIEVING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

IN THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC

1 
INITIAL STAGES IN APPLICATION OF AGENDA 21 IN SLOVAKIA

1.1
Slovakia after UNCED (Rio de Janeiro, 1992)

The Slovak Republic agreed with accession to the Rio Declaration and Agenda 21 by the Resolution of the Government of the Slovak Republic 118 of 8 September 1992. This Resolution assigned all Ministers and the Heads of other central state administration authorities of the Slovak Republic “to utilise the results of UNCED and incorporate them into the sectoral programmes”. In principle, application of principles of sustainable development has been reflected also in the Article 55 of the Constitution of the Slovak Republic (the Act 460/1992) and in the European Accession Agreement agreed between the European Communities and their member states on one hand and the Slovak Republic on the other hand (Luxembourg, 1993). The Article 72, paragraph 2 of the Economic co-operation reads: “Measures of the economic policy and other measures will be intended to lead to economic and social development of the Slovak Republic and will be in compliance with the principle of sustainable development”. 

Since all the mentioned measures remained only in declarative position, the Slovak Government in its Resolution 655 of 16 September 1997 concerning application of Agenda 21 and evaluation of indicators of sustainable development in the Slovak Republic assigned the Ministers and the Heads of other central state administration authorities of the Slovak Republic “to evaluate application of the individual Chapters of Agenda 21 and indicators of sustainable development in the Slovak Republic in accordance with the UN requirements and methodology and according to designated responsibility”. At the same time, the Government initiated creation of the Council of the Government of the Slovak Republic for Sustainable Development which had its first session in 1999. Moreover, starting from 1998, individual bodies responsible for indicators of sustainable development were to request the Office for Statistics of the Slovak Republic to include relevant statistic indicators into the Programme of the State Statistic Data Gathering. This part of the Resolution remained unfulfilled, though a number of indicators monitored by the Office for Statistics are identical with indicators of sustainable development. Even the fact, that Slovakia as the first associated country published translation of the whole Agenda 21 with all 132 indicators of sustainable development (Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic, 1996), was not very helpful in this matter.

A number of activities on the regional or local levels can be evaluated positively. These activities were initiated by municipal self-governments, universities, scientific or research institutes and interest groups (e.g. Society for Sustainable Life, People and Water, Regional Environmental Center). Ideas of sustainable development or selected parts of local and regional Agenda 21 have been successfully implemented in a number of towns and cities, enterprises and are becoming a part of education at universities, secondary and primary schools.
Activities, which are important from the point of view of sustainable development, include introduction of ISO 14000 in enterprises, Programme of Village Renewal, UNDP Small Grant Programme for Sustainable Development, projects oriented to support of utilisation of renewable sources of energy. A Rural Parliament is being created and many community associations are quite active. The Aalborg Charter of sustainable development of cities can be mentioned as far as activities of international character are concerned (participation of the Slovak cities of Banská Bystrica, Košice and Poprad). Thirteen cities of the National Network  of Healthy Cities participated in the WHO Healthy City programme. A special attention should be paid to the Brundtland City programme (Rajec).  

1.2
Documents supporting the National Strategy of Sustainable Development

Based on Agenda 21 and indicators of sustainable development, the following documents should have been worked out and approved prior preparation of the National Strategy of Sustainable Development (NSSD):

a) Strategy of the State Social Policy,

b) Strategy of the State Economic Policy,

c) Strategy of the State Environmental Policy.

While the Strategy, Principles and Priorities of the State Environmental Policy was approved by the Government of the Slovak Republic one year after UNCED (the Resolution 619 of 7 September 1993) and unanimously by the National Council of the Slovak Republic (the Resolution 339 of 18 November 1993), only some partial strategic documents were adopted in the social and economic areas. The Strategy of the State Environmental Policy was followed by the first National Environmental Action Programme (NEAP) approved by the Resolution of the Government 350 of 14 May 1996 and by the second NEAP approved by the Resolution of the Government 1112 of 16 December 1999. In accordance with the Conception of Application of Agenda 21 and Evaluation of Indicators of Sustainable Development in the Slovak Republic (1997) the Ministry of the Environment in co-operation with other involved central state administration authorities, which are responsible for indicators of sustainable development and Chapters of Agenda 21, work out on annual basis a Country Profile which is then submitted to the United Nations bodies. 

The Programme Declaration of the Government (1998) mentions that “in accordance with the global trend in developed countries the principle of sustainable development is one of decisive principles of the programme of the Government, while environmental management has to become an integral part of each area of the social life…”. Subsequently, in the period 1999-2000, the Government approved or included into its plan of activities several important cross-sectoral documents which are determined by principles of sustainable development or which support sustainable development. The Conception of De-centralisation and Modernisation of Public Administration (2000) is the most important of them. Some cross-sectoral documents are oriented to regional development, e.g. Integrated Plan of Regional and Social Development of the Slovak Republic for implementation of the PHARE 2000 Programme, part 1 – National Development Strategy (1999), Plan of Rural Development of the Slovak Republic for implementation of SAPARD (1999), National Plan of Regional Development (2001). The third Conception of Territorial Development of Slovakia 2001 is under preparation.

According to the National Report “Towards Sustainable Slovakia” worked out by the Society for Sustainable Life (1996) “Comparison of sustainable and really utilised environmental space showed that Slovakia in most of monitored commodities exploits its environmental space several times over recommended level. This concerns mainly energy and consumption of non-renewable resources as well as production and consumption of commodities produced on the basis of non-renewable resources”.

1.3
Classification and assessment of the starting situation

The starting situation for achieving sustainable development in the Slovak Republic is determined by conditions and perspectives in these main areas/spheres:

a) cultural,

b) social,

c) economic,

d) environmental.

Each area in mutual inter-connection with the others and influenced by them was developing in a certain way in the past and is characterised by the current state with both positive and negative phenomena, objects and properties, which creates pre-conditions for further development (zero scenario). This development can lead to unsustainability of development (to stagnation or decline – decadence). Elimination of the second undesirable alternative depends on existing and potential resources (human, natural, economic), way of utilisation and implementation of measures of conceptual, legislative, investment, institutional and educational character, which would be in accordance with principles and criteria of sustainable development and which would create pre-conditions for positive assessment of its indicators and achievement of its objectives at all levels:

a) national (in an international context),

b) regional (level of administrative regions and districts),

c) local.

From the point of view of principles and criteria of sustainable development, territories of all municipalities and all lands should be assessed, that means finally the whole country. 

Specific institutional and regional conditions and perspectives are manifested in all of the four main areas. In the horizontal position they all can be assessed in the following ranking: 

a) BASE as existing human, economic and natural resources (existing natural-social system including relationships between its individual components and elements) – capital which characterises a certain potential and its limits (describing available resources), which are evaluated using in particular quantitative indicators of the state;

b) PRESSURE as demands (requirements) for resources and their utilisation (real utilisation of resources), expressed using indicators of a “driving force” type (human activities, processes and models);

c) REALITY as a current state of the society and country, their components and elements, as well as problems and ongoing processes (consequence of resource utilisation) affected by certain factors, which is evaluated using in particular qualitative indicators;

d) RESPONSE as existence of adequate tools responding to consequences of resource utilisation – response to it expressed through specific indicators;

e) STARTING SITUATUION FOR ACHIEVING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT as an overall assessment of development and state of the society and country comparing to the desired development and state oriented to sustainable development. 

Development of natural-social system is a reflection of long-term mutual co-influence of the main factors and processes within the system. State and development of a certain element is described using a simple equation (which, however, in reality works very complexly and complicatedly):

Development and state of society and country in relation to sustainable development = conditions and resources (human, economic, natural) + way of their use + consequences of their use + response of society.  

